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Chinese Children's Favorite Stories is a delightful selection of thirteen Chinese folktales as told
by author-illustrator Mingmei Yip. Inspired by her father's nightly story-telling adventures when
she was a child, Yip hopes that by "retelling some of these thousand-year-old Chinese stories,"
she can pass along Chinese folklore and fables to many readers.Children will also enjoy
Mingmei Yip's other collection of Chinese Children's Stories: Grandma Panda's China
Storybook.Retold for an international audience, the beautifully illustrated stories will give
children aged five to ten in other countries a glimpse into both the tradition and culture of China.
The Children's Favorite Stories series was created to share the folktales and legends most
beloved by children in the East with young readers of all backgrounds in the West. In Chinese
Children's Favorite Stories, discover the many delightful characters--from a monkey and fairy, to
ghosts and frogs--in stories such as:The Mouse BrideDream of the ButterflyThe Ghost
CatcherThe Frog Who Lived in a WellHow the Fox Tricked the TigerThe Monkey King Turns the
Heavenly Palace Upside Down

From School Library JournalKindergarten-Grade 2–A collection of 13 traditional "thousand-year-
old" stories. In her introduction, Yip fondly acknowledges her father's role as family storyteller as
the inspiration for this book. Some stories will be familiar, such as "The Mouse Bride," though
this version is a little different from Lida Dijkstra's Little Mouse (Front St, 2004) and Ed Young's
Mouse Match (Harcourt, 1997). Other selections include traditional Chinese elements such as
dragons and the mischievous monkey king. Like fables, these tales have morsels of wisdom to
impart, and almost all have a close connection with the natural world. Explanations of cultural
elements are nicely incorporated into the text, such as the qin, a musical instrument. Yip's writing
is clear and accessible to children, and the bright pastel illustrations are appealing. An attractive
addition for larger collections.–Robin L. Gibson, formerly at Perry County District Library, New
Lexington, OHFrom BooklistGr. 3-5, younger for reading aloud. These 13 stories feature talking
animals, a ghost catcher, a trickster fox, the River Dragon King, and the mischievous monkey
Wu Kong, as well as cowherds, scholars, musicians, and emperors. Some tales have morals;
others explain customs or traditions. Most are familiar, but no sources are cited other than the
author's storytelling father. The art has a traditional Chinese look, with conventional landscapes,
animals, and roly-poly, cherubic children. A small ghost peeks out from the binding after one
ghost story. Storytellers may prefer other collections of Chinese folklore, but children will be
drawn by the abundant colorful illustrations and the short, straightforward retellings. Linda
PerkinsCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reservedReview"Children will be
drawn by the abundant colorful illustrations and the short, straightforward retellings."—
Booklist"Yip's paintings emulate classic Chinese silkscreen renderings, especially the serene



nature images of "The Frog Who Lived in a Well."—Publishers Weekly"Yip's writing is clear and
accessible to children, and the bright pastel illustrations are appealing."—School Library
JournalFrom the Inside FlapAbout the AuthorMingmei Yip began writing and painting during her
childhood in Hong Kong. Her first newspaper article was published when she was fourteen; the
next year she was admitted to the prestigious Hong Kong Chinese Contemporary Artists' Guild,
becoming its youngest member. A show of her paintings was held in New York City, where she
lives, in Fall of 2002. http://www.mingmeiyip.comRead more
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Pages 2 - 4 are not included in this sample. Page 8 is not included in this sample. Pages
15 - 97 are not included in this sample. 
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Yuan Bao, “Traditional Chinese Stories in English. Traditional Chinese stories translated into
English. My kid, ABC, prefers stories in English. So, this is a great book to read to her.Mommy
approved ”

DisneyDenizen, “EXCELLENT FOR HOMESCHOOLING. My daughter loved this book.
Enjoyable stories are an excellent way to introduce another culture.”

Jem, “nice collection of varied stories. My kids really like this book and pick it out a lot as
bedtime reading. A couple of the stories, like a ghost story, I don't read as a bedtime story. The
illustrations are quite colorful and lovely. It's been good, in my mind, for expanding my children's
(4 and 6 y/o) exposure to different cultures.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Four Stars. I like how the stories are described, but there is a cutting on
the book wrapping.”

paulkh, “perfect for bedtime. As another reviewer mentioned the length of these stories is perfect
for a bedtime story. The choice of stories are all classic Chinese stories which are ingrained in
Chinese culture. The illustrationd are all very striking and the short explanations of how these
stories are remembered today was very educational for a Westerner living in Taiwan like myself.”

Barbara Knoll, “I first bought this book when I adopted my daughter .... I first bought this book
when I adopted my daughter. Then we lost it in a move and we definitely needed another copy
even though my daughter is much older now”

Jenny Hanniver, “Enjoyable stories for all ages. Great stories for kids, with enough "difference" to
intrigue adult storytellers. The artwork is beautiful, but I wish it had been just a bit more
traditionally Chinese.”

M. Welenson, “My 7 year-old daughter likes this book. We have been reading a different story
from the book each night. They are a good legnth for bedtime. My daughter is adopted from
China and is usually not that receptive to reading books with Chinese subject matter, but she
loves this book. All of the stories are new to us, too. The pictures are colorful and nicely
detailed.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Very nice book. As my son is learning to speak Mandarin, this book
introduced him to various famous stories that Chinese children will be familiar with. It is easy to
read and each story has a moral behind it. He enjoyed it very much.”



EJCH, “Good read but frequent contrived similes. My daughter enjoyed these stories. I thought
the excessive contrived similes were a little wearing though so it’s cost it a star.”

bookworm, “Five Stars. I bought this for my great niece and she loves it.”

Haribofan, “Four Stars. Some good stories. Great for stories from other cultures if you teach in
primary setting.”

The book by Mingmei Yip has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 140 people have provided feedback.
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